


REPORT / RECOMMENDATION Page 2

neighbors, but no resistance or negative comments were received. In fact, several residents supported the
project, both in writing and in phone calls.

If approved, we would solicit bids in May and begin construction at the end of July. If all goes well with
construction and grass growth, the field will be available for play by June of 2014,
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111, REPORTS/RECOMMENDATIONS
VIILA. Garden Park Public Hearing Regarding Baseball Ficld Renovations
John Wright indicated he is not a member of the Edina Baseball Association (EBA) but does have a son
who is now 16 and has played baseball. Mr. Wright gave a power point presentation. He informed the
Park Board that Garden Park is built on road construction landfill and when there is a moderate rainfall
the fields are not good and they would love to renovate the playing surface and solve the drainage and
playability issues that are currently there. In addition, they would like to improve the aesthetics of the
field as well as have some player improvements. He noted the fields for the younger kids are more than
adequate but as they get older it’s important for them to have several fields that they can play on that
meet the size standard and the amenities standard. He added they have had trouble with the school fields
as far as keeping them mowed during the summer and on more than one occasion he has taken his own
Toro and mowed the fields but try to do their best with the school fields they are able to use.

Mr. Wright informed the Park Board of a few proposed improvements: dugouts, batting cages and
modifications to the fencing. He then went over a quick summary of what has been proposed and put
into the grant as part of the Hennepin County Youth Sports Program which includes taking out the
infield and replacing it with sand peat material so the infield can drain. Also, put drain tile in the
outfield, re-grade and plant new grass with an irrigation system (the current one has not worked for
several years). In addition, the backstop would be heightened and the chain link fence would be raised,;
he commented that Mr. Keprios suggested black viny! fencing because it is more aesthetically appealing
to the neighborhood. Also a place for pitchers to warm up inside the fence along with dugouts and a
shed on one side and possibly a very small concession stand. In addition, put in batting cages, an
electronic scoreboard and some bleachers behind the fence. Mr. Wright indicated there is a lot going on
at Garden Park every night during the summer and they did stress in the grant what Garden Park is used
for and that is for a certain age group for baseball as well as all families that use Garden Park for other
sports and in general.

Ms. Kattreh informed the Park Board that the total estimated cost of construction is $382,660 and with a
$100,000 from the EBA that leaves them with a total cost of $282,660 which they submitted the grant
for last week. She explained that staff did make a $100,000 CIP request for this just in case they receive
partial grant funding and not the whole $282,660.

Member Gieseke asked how it can cost $5,000 for a flagpole to which Ms. Kattreh replied that question
did come up amongst their group and is not quite sure other than it is a construction estimate but
assumes it must include footings, possible lighting and up to three flagpoles which can cost up to $1,500
each.

Member Segreto asked how many of their baseball fields have electronic scoreboards, what is the useful
life and what maintenance is involved. Ms. Kattreh replied she would need to refer to park maintenance
staff for those answers but would expect it to last between 10 and 15 years and added that the four fields
at the Courtney ball fields each has an electronic scoreboard. Brad Burley, EBA Board Member,
indicated they are pushing 15 to 20 years with the scoreboard on Courtney Field #4.




Member Kathryn Peterson indicated she knows there was a lot of damage done by vehicles this past
spring and asked if fences will be constructed in such a way so vehicles cannot get through. Ms. Kattreh
replied they are planning to put up a fence that would open up to allow vehicles to have access; however,
when the fence is closed neighbors would still have access to the field when it’s not being used in a
scheduled manner.,

Member Jones asked how many games are being played on that field to which Mr. Wright replied
approximately 90 to 100 games from May through the end of July and that does not include practices.
Member Kathryn Peterson added that the high school starts using it in April for their sophomore and JV
games.

Member Jones asked what happens if they don’t get the grant money to which Ms. Kattreh responded
the first thing they need to determine is if they receive funding through the CIP. If grant funding is not
received, we will sit down with the EBA and decide if they still want to make the $100,000 contribution
and then determine how they could prioritize and phase in the improvements.

Member Jones asked if there would be adequate parking to which Ms. Kattreh replied yes, there is plenty
of parking for what they have available as far as field space.

Casey Hankinson, 6615 Parkwood Lane, indicated he has played many years of baseball and thinks
Garden Park is severely underutilized from a playability standpoint and certainly could use an upgrade.
He drives by Garden Park many times and does see water on the fields to the point where other fields
become impacted and thinks whatever improvements made to Garden Park are to be applauded. He
congratulated EBA on donating $100,000 towards the project and as a resident he would be thrilled and
thinks it would be a real perk to have another fine, outstanding facility in Garden Park.

Brad Burley, 4510 Arden, informed the committee he has been involved in baseball in the community
for a very long time and as sports have grown in the community with lacrosse, soccer, softball, etc., the
erosion of the baseball fields in the community has impacted their ability to practice. Therefore, when
Garden Park is shut down for a period of time there really is nowhere else to go because the fields at
Courtney are for games only and there are not a lot of 90° baseball fields to practice on or reschedule
games and it’s really putting a crunch into the organization.

Jeff May, 5724 Dale Avenue, President of the EBA, thanked Ms. Kattreh and staff for all of the hard
work they put into the grant application. He noted that in a number of aspects he thinks it reflects how
good of a project it is for the community. It first reflects the cooperation between the EBA and the City
coming together with EBA’s contribution and the City’s help with the grant and in putting together a
terrific plan that will really serve the community. He indicated they’ve had a lot of discussions about
field capacity and the growth of athletics in the community and the need to add field capacity in which
this a project that will dramatically improve the usability and capacity of Garden Park and hopes the
Park Board will support this project.

Keelin Kane, 5533 Warden Avenue., informed the Park Board that she and many other neighbors use the
park for things other than sports, they like to walk and enjoy the ambiance of having a park in their
neighborhood. She indicated she is all for sports and thinks it’s delightful to hear jolly sport behavior
and laughing during the summer; however, one concern she has is traffic although it doesn’t sound like
there will be an increase in traffic. She commented she would like to hear a little more about the terms
of a better facility because it may eventually cause people to want more use of the field and night games
and she is concerned about the night sky and the lights that may be put up and so forth.




Member Hulbert asked if it is necessary to illuminate the flags if that is what part of the plan is to which
Ms. Kattreh replied yes. Member Dan Peterson commented that he thinks the other option is to spend
$150 on a good flag pole that is in a stand and take it out of the storage area for the games and put it
back into storage when the game is over.

Member Segreto made a motion, seconded by Member Dan Peterson, that they approve this with
the elimination of the flagpole in the project.

Ayes: Dan Peterson, Deeds, Jones, Gieseke, Steel, Kathryn Peterson, Jacobson, Hulbert, Segreto
Motion Carried.




September 12, 2012
Dear Resident Neighbor of Garden Park:

This letter is to inform you of a proposal from the Edina Baseball Association to upgrade the baseball field at
Garden Park. Their proposal will be discussed at the upcoming October 9, 2012 Edina Park Board meeting.

The Edina Baseball Association (EBA) is proposing to donate funds and partner with the City of Edina to
make the following renovations and new improvements to the baseball field at Garden Park:
e Excavate and renovate the infield and outfield areas, plant new grass seed and install a new irrigation
system.
o Construct two new chain link batting cages (15’ X 75” and 12 in height).
e Reconstruct and heighten backstop to 20’ in height (to keep foul balls from going to railroad tracks)
in black vinyl chain link fence.
e Remove and replace sideline and outfield fencing with black vinyl fence.
e Construct dugouts (two — 10’ X 40”) and include a 12° X 10’ storage room at the end of the 3" base
dugout and include a 10” X 12’ concessions/storage room at the end of the 1* base dugout.
o Install a new wireless electronic scoreboard and new flag pole.
e Provide a 5-row portable bleacher to accommodate 90 spectators.
e The general location of these amenities is shown on the enclosed map.

Total project construction costs are estimated to be approximately $361,000. The EBA is proposing to
donate $100,000 and the City of Edina is also applying for a grant from the Hennepin Youth Sports Program
of Hennepin County to help fund the remainder of the project.

The Edina Park Board will meet in the Council Chambers in City Hall beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
October 9, 2012 to consider the Edina Baseball Association’s proposal. As always, the public is welcome to

attend the meeting.

It is the sincere desire of the Edina Baseball Association and the City of Edina to make these needed
improvements as aesthetically pleasing as possible to the neighbors and residents who use Garden Park. If
you have any questions about the proposed amenities or process, feel free to contact me directly. To share
your comments with the Park Board about the proposed project, please send them to me in writing either by
postal mail or email. Many thanks.

Respectfully,

Ann Kattreh, Assistant Director

Edina Park and Recreation Department
(952) 826-0431
akattreh@EdinaMN.gov






















We trust the above information is clear and understandable. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Respectfully Submitted,
Anderson-Johnson Assgciates, Inc.

Jay Pomeroy, LLA
Project Manager
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